Forecast: Complete ice cover by Christmas
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Sports center nears completion in the Quad-Cities
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organized on a not-for-profit basis.
No one got into it as an investment.
That faith that the community
would be interested can be meas-
ured by the hundreds of kids and
adults who are already signed up for
figure skating, hockey and soccer
programs. More than 300 youth
players and 100 adults have signed
up for hockey leagues.

“The interest really hasn’t sur-
prised me. We figured that a com-
munity of 350,000 could support
an ice rink,” committee member
Fran Ivory said. “The surprise is
that there are so many people from
Chicago, Minnesota, Canada, Mich-
igan who have transplanted them-
selves here. We'll have a lot of
hockey coaches who grew up
around the game."”

Ivory said the not-for-profit sta-
tus was a key to turning the dream
into a reality.

“Nothing is impossible, but it
would have been very difficult to
get the funding for a for-profit
building,” he said.

Ivory said $400,000 is still
needed to pay fund the $3.1 million
project. More than $1.5 million has
been raised from municipalities and

Quad-City corporations. A “Buy a
Brick" campaign is directed at fam-
ilies and small business donors.

Bahls said the facility will likely
be open from 6 a.m.-midnight
seven days a week and the ice rink
will be closed only a week or two in
the summer for maintenance.

In the summer months, the soc-
cer side could be used for in-line

three years before the Quad-Cities
is able to put together youth hockey
teams that can be competitive in
state and national tournaments,

During the holidays period, there
will be three public skating sessions
Monday through Saturday, two on
Sunday. After that, there will be at
least two public sessions seven days
a week.

skating, basketball or volleyball.

“Skating is a booming business.
Most of the facilities being built
now are 12-month facilities,” he
said. “Schools in Minnesota which
have had teams for 30 years are
now adding girls teams. There is
some pressure on the rinks because
of gender equity.”

Bahls said it may be two or




